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Sir: 

Submitted herewith on Form PTO/SB/08 is a listing of documents known to 
Applicant in order to comply with Applicant's duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56. 
A copy of each listed document is being submitted to comply with the provisions of 37 CFR 
§1.97 and §1.98. 

The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, is not 
intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the 
present application or that such document is considered material to patentability as defined in 
37 CFR §1 .56(b). Applicant does not waive any rights to take any action which would be 
appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove as a competent reference any document which is 
determined to be a prima facie art reference against the claims of the present application. 
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TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 



The listed documents are being submitted in compliance with 37 CFR § 1.97(c), before 
the mailing date of either a final action under 37 CFR §1.1 13, a notice of allowance under 37 
CFR § 1 .3 1 1 , or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application. Included in 
this submission is PCT publication WO 97/31322 published August 28, 1997 which is 
believed to be the English equivalent of Japanese publication 2000-506290. 



RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT 

Applicant respectfully requests that any listed document be considered by the 
Examiner and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of Form 
PTO/SB/08 be returned in accordance with MPEP §609. The Japanese Office Action States: 

Claims 1-3 
References 1 and 2 
Consideration 

The invention of Claim 1 is essentially the same as the invention cited in 
Reference 1 as product repair control system, except for the fact that one has a 
repair part vending function portion. With regard to this difference, it is 
apparent that the repair parts can be sold in the invention of Reference 1 . For 
instance, no originality is found in adding a vending function part described in 
Reference 2. 

As for procuring from the members, as cited in Claim 2, please refer to 
descriptions of Reference 2. 

Further, the escrow cited in Claim 3 is known in the art. 
Index of cited References 

1. JP 9-297793 

2. JP 2000-506290 
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Searched field 



Record of Prior Art Search Results 
IPC 7 th edition B65G 
G06F 



17/60 



1/137,61/00 



This record of prior art search results does not constitute a reason for 
rejection. 



STATEMENT 



The undersigned hereby states in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(e)(1) that each item 
of information contained in this information disclosure statement was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three (3) months prior to filing of this Statement. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this application under 37 CFR §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account No. 50-0872. Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a 
check being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal or 
even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to 
Deposit Account No. 50-0872. 
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